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(57) Abstract: In the conventional image 
search, the search accuracy has not been 
sufficient. Moreover, it has been desired 
to provide a method capable of searching 
a characteristic portion of a high general 
purpose at a high speed. There is provided 
a characteristic region extraction method 
which acquires image data in which an image 
is expressed by pixels in dot matrix shape, 
detects an edge pixel of the image according 
to the image data, extracts the edge pixel as 
a characteristic point if a pattern formed by 
the detected edge pixel and pixels surrounding 
it is near to a predetermined extracted object, 
and makes a predetermined region having a lot 
of characteristic points extracted in the image 
a characteristic region. 
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